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Abstract 

The Study purpose to investigate the extents of insecurity of school farms 
and its influence on teaching of Agricultural subjects in public 
secondary schools in Akwa Ibom State. The objectives were to ascertain 
the extents of environmental, social and economic insecurity of school 
farms as it affects teaching of agricultural subjects. The study was a 
survey employing descriptive research design. Three (3) research 
questions and hypothesis guided the study. A sample size of one hundred 
and eighty (180) agriculture teacher was used. The data were analyzed 
using mean statistics. In  the result, environmental insecurity issues 
include presence of wild predators destroying school farm products with 
mean at 3.74, trespassers on the school farm land who steal school farm 
products with mean at 3.42, etc. Social insecurity includes; student’s 
lack of interest of in school farm practical work with mean at 3.82, use 
of students as source of school farm labour with mean at 3.99, etc.  
Economic Insecurity issues include; unplanned production principles 
which deters school with mean at 3.89, etc, among other insecurity 
issues. Provision of adequate funds by the government and proper 
management of school farms were recommended. 

 
 

Insecurity of school farms in Nigerian secondary schools has greatly influenced 
the teaching of agriculture in secondary schools over the years and it is worthy to be put 
on desk. The school farm is an area earmarked by the school for practical 
demonstration of agricultural production for learning purposes and skills acquisition 
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(Okon, 2007).  According to Olaitan (2001), the school farm is a laboratory specifically 
designed for the purpose of imparting agricultural knowledge and managerial skills to 
students through farm practices. It is for translation of theoretical knowledge into 
practical skills of production at domestic and commercial levels. These operations are 
done systematically, adopting improved techniques of agricultural production, 
knowledge and skills acquisition in different areas of agricultural ventures including 
crops, animal and fish farming. The school farm is believed to be a useful platform for 
inter-personal interactions or relationship between the teacher and the students and for 
demonstration of difficult theoretical concepts, to develop positive attitudes as well as 
cooperation among students (Olaitin, 2001). He also remarks that school farm, could 
serve as source of income and value to the school as well as facilitates transfer of 
knowledge and skills to students. It stimulates student’s interests in farming because it 
is considered as recreational venture. 
 Considering the relevance of school farm as indicated   above it is important to 
provide security to school farm facilities and this fact cannot be overemphasized. It is 
observed that there is rapid increase in the rates  of insecurity of school farms and this 
is a serious problem to school communities .This undermines  effective  teaching  of 
agricultural subjects in schools. Insecurity is a state of being subjected to danger or 
unsafe.  It leaves one with a sense of hopelessness in the face of problems, conflict or 
concerns (Wikipedia, 2014). School farm insecurity may be due to negligence of 
school’s responsibilities over it and not ensuring its protection. This leads to 
underdevelopment of school farm and its operations. Insecurity of school farm could be 
viewed from three perspectives; the environmental, social and economic insecurity.  
 
Environmental Insecurity   
 Environmental insecurity are activities carried out in the environment either by 
man, animals or natural elements that cause low productivity of school farm. The 
activities carried out by man may cause land degradation and nutrient lost. Such 
activities include; poor soil management practices such as bush burning, deforestation 
practices. These are known to expose the surface of the soil to direct sunlight and high 
rate of evaporation and leaching. Practices of excessive or constant use of chemicals on 
the soils, such herbicides or fertilizers are known to cause high soil acidity, which is 
detrimental to crops health and growth. All of these practices among others comprise 
environmentally insecurity of the school farm. 
Most schools lack fences to protect both the school land and the school farm inclusive. 
Lack of fencing of the farm borders leaves the farm free for trespassers.  Lack of, or 
inadequate guard to the school farm are serious cases of insecurity to the school farm. 
The products of school farms without guard may be destroyed or stolen by the students 
or the community members.  Predators including the domestic animals, e.g. goats, 
cattle’s, poultry and wild ones including rats, grasscutter, and hawks are destructive to 
crops in the school farm.  
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Nature of land, either being hilly, sloppy or undulating cause erosion which negatively 
affects productivity. This therefore, stresses proper consideration of physical factors for 
school farm site selection. 
 
Social Insecurity    

 The extent of value placed on school farm by governments’ agencies, schools 
administration, staff, community members and students determine the level of social 
security of school farm. School farms tends to be socially insecure when there are 
social conflicts between groups of people over the school farm land or the indicated 
groups have no interest and relationship with the management of school farms and farm 
activities.  There is no direct governmental policy framework for school farm 
management. The schools’ implementation procedures for school farm operations lack 
governmental concern and this may lead to lack of direction of the school farm 
operations. Where school farm managements and operations are not properly run, the 
school administration, staff and the students develop poor attitudes to school farm 
affairs. Agriculture teachers themselves and other teachers in some circumstances do 
not show adequate commitment to the school farm business which negatively affect 
school farm operations and teaching of agricultural subject’s. The purpose of utilization 
of school farm to teach agricultural subjects is defeated where students develop 
negative attitudes to practical farm work due to poor farms managements and negative 
approaches to practical farm work.  
 
Economic Insecurity  
    Insufficient and inaccessibility of funds, poor marketing functions and gaps 
in the management of school farm resources gives rise to economic insecurity of school 
farm. This again may relate to government policies, implementation and functionality. 
Governments do not particularly consider school farm budgets in allocation of funds to 
schools, neither do school managements give preference to school farm projects in 
distribution of funds for school farm projects. In some cases where funds are available, 
the farm masters do not access the funds. The capital resource such as land may be 
inadequate or unavailable. The school farm is economically insecure when the school 
head gives deaf ears to financial request by the school farm management. Students are 
used as farm labour where it cannot be provided.  Inappropriate allocation of the factors 
of production as well as misappropriation funds by the farm masters and mistresses also 
constitute economic insecurity. Inadequate farm input, lack of functional market, farm 
labour and low production scale also constitute economic insecurity.  

The government and school administrators have however paid little or no 
attention to this menace done to school sector and poor productivity of school farms. 
The trends of farm insecurity attracted the researcher’s concern on the state of the arts 
of school farm insecurity issues in the Akwa Ibom state. 
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Purpose of the Study    
 The purpose of the study was to investigate the extents of school farm 
insecurity and its influences on the teaching of Agricultural subjects in public 
secondary schools in Akwa Ibom State. In specific terms, the objectives of the study 
were to; ascertain the extents of environmental, social and economic insecurity of 
school farms as it affects the teaching of agricultural subjects in public secondary 
schools in Akwa Ibom State. 
 
 
Research questions  
The research questions raised to guide the study were: 

1. What are the school farm environmental insecurity issues farms that undermine 
the farm utilization in teaching agricultural subjects?  

2. What are the school farm social insecurity issues that undermine the farm 
utilization in teaching agricultural subjects 

3. What are the school farm economic insecurity issues that undermine the farm 
utilization in teaching agricultural subjects?  

 
 It is believed that, this study will be of immense value and will be relevant to 
the school administration, agricultural teachers, the learners and school community, as 
well as policy makers it will bring awareness of the extents of insecurity of school 
farms and how it influences teaching of agricultural subjects and farm productivity. The 
findings of this study and its recommendations shall serve as relevant input to combat 
the problems of insecurity of school farms for effective teaching of agricultural 
subjects.  
 
 
Methodology 
 The study was a survey employing descriptive research design carried out in 
public secondary schools in Akwa Ibom State of Nigeria. The population of this study 
consists of Agricultural science teachers in the state. A sample size of one hundred and 
fifty (180) agriculture teachers was drawn from the population using stratified random 
sampling technique. The stratification was based on the local education committees’ 
areas in the state.  Three (3) agriculture teachers were randomly selected from 4 public 
secondary schools from each of the fifteen (15) LECs areas in the state.   
 The instrument for this study was reliable validated researcher structured 
questionnaire tagged School Farm Insecurity (SFI) questionnaire. The instrument was 
divided into two sections A and B. A was used for personal information while B was 
sub-sectioned based on research objectives. Responses were measured on four points 
rating scale. Strongly Agreed (SA), Agreed (A) Disagree (D) and Strongly Disagreed 
(SA) respectively. 

The Intuition, Volume 7 No 1, May, 2016   ISSN 2276 - 9692 

The Intuition 



58 

 

 The instrument was given to a team of experts for validation. A test-retest 
method of reliability was adopted and Pearson Product Moment Correlation (PPMC) 
was used to determine the reliability coefficient. A reliability coefficient (r) of 0.92 was 
obtained, proving that the instrument was reliable. The instrument was administered 
and retrieved by the researcher with 95% return rate. 
 
Data Presentation Analysis and Discussion  
 The data collected from the respondents were analyzed using mean statistic to 
answer the research question. The findings are presented based on the research 
questions. 
 
Research question 1  
4. What are the school farm environmental insecurity issues farms that undermine 
the farm utilization in teaching agricultural subjects?  
 
Table 1. Mean responses for environmental insecurity of school farm 
S/N Items of environmental insecurity of school 

farm                                                   
The following environmental insecurity issues 
undermine the utilization of our school farm for 
teaching Agricultural subjects. 
 

Χ    SD Remark 

1. There is farm Land conflicts in my school which 
affects the use of school land 

2.61 1.2 * 

2.  My school is not fenced  round  which threatens 
students and teachers in school farm  

3.09 1.6 * 

3. We have  problems of trespassers on the school 
farm land who steal school farm products 

3.42 0.1 * 

4. We have losses from  out-break of Pests and or 
diseases  in  our school farm  

2.97 1.8 * 

6. Our school land is undulating  which causes 
erosion   

3.00 1.8  

7. We practice bush burning in our school farm to 
facilitate farm operations  

2.50 0.7. * 

8. Cattle feed on cultivated crops in the school farm   2.82 0.5 * 

9. We have problems of wild predators destroying 
our farm products. 3. 74 

2.743 1.6 * 

The Intuition, Volume 7 No 1, May, 2016   ISSN 2276 - 9692 

Insecurity of School Farms and Teaching of Agricultural Subjects in Secondary 
Schools in Akwa Ibom State - Dr. Uduakobong Aniebiat Okon 

 



59 

 

10. We regularly use inorganic fertilizers to improve 
soil nutrients contents.  

3.03 1.7 * 

11.  There is the problem of soil infertility in our school 
farm. 

2.60 1.3 * 

12. We have no security guards in our school farm 2.95 0.9 * 

*Accepted environmental insecurity issues which undermine the utilization of our 
school farm for teaching Agricultural subjects @2.50 

 

 In table 1, all items have been accepted as environmental insecurity issues that 
undermine the teaching of agricultural subjects based on the cut-off point of 2.50 
 
Question 2  
5. What are the school farm social insecurity issues that undermine the farm 
utilization in teaching agricultural subjects 
 
Table 2.  
Mean responses for social insecurity of school farm 
S/N Items of social insecurity school farm 

 
The following social insecurity issues undermine the 
utilization of our school farm for teaching 
Agricultural subjects. 
 

Χ  SD REMARK 

13. Agricultural teachers lack interest in  school farm 
operations 

3.49 1.6 * 

14. Students lack interest in school farm practical work  3.82 1.4 * 

 Students are used as source of labour for school farm 
operation 

3.99 0.9 * 

15. Agriculture teachers do not properly supervise school 
farm operation in my school.  

2.75 1.0 * 

16.  Our staff lack co-operation in school farm activities. 2.62 1.2 * 

17.. Lack of  good level of discipline discourages  school 
farm management in my school  

2.58 0.6 * 
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In table 2, all items have been accepted as environmental insecurity issues that 
undermine the teaching of agricultural subjects based on the cut-off point of 2.50 
 

Research question 3  
3.What are the   school farm economic insecurity issues that undermine the farm 
utilization in teaching agricultural subjects?  
Table 3.    
Mean responses for economic insecurity of school farm 
S/N Items of economic insecurity school farm  

The following economic insecurity issues 
undermine the utilization of  our school farm for 
teaching Agricultural subjects 
 

Χ  SD REMARK 

18. Lack of funds deters school  Farm operations    3.89 1.7 * 

19. Lack of farm tools is a setback  in school farm 
activities  

3.56 1.6 * 

20. Inadequate storage facilities  losses of 
agricultural productivity  

2.40 1.1 * 

21. Lack of market causes school farm productivity.  2.24 0.9 * 

22. Inadequate labor influence school farm work 3.05 0.8 * 

23. Unplanned production principles influence 
school farm productivity  

2.75 1.5 * 

* for Accepted environmental insecurity issues undermine the utilization of our school 
farm teaching Agricultural subjects @2.50 

In table 3, all items except item no 21 were accepted as environmental insecurity issues 
that undermine the teaching of agricultural subjects based on the cut-off point of 2.50. 
Inadequate storage was not an issue 
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Discussion 
There is a growing awareness of the importance of educating children about 

food and healthier life styles.  School farms have been recognized as valuable teaching 
resources to provide learning experience for children and communities. Through school 
farm, students can experience the natural world around them and outdoor learning 
activities are integrated into every teaching practice.  

These learning experiences are being hampered by the school farm insecurities 
issues as revealed by this study, It is a humorless matter that, many secondary school 
leavers do not know that, milk comes from cows, honey is made by bees, and pigs 
produce bacon because of inadequate exposure of the students to practical farm 
situations. Economic insecurity thwarts the purpose of school farm. This is a source of 
worry in our society, School farm can be used to teach agricultural subjects in order to 
impact learners with skills in crops, poultry and fishery production that will enable 
them to be self-reliant and be employer or labour.  
Presently, there is unemployment problem, poverty and food insecurity in our society. 
Hussain and Pereka (2004) confirm that, environmental degradation and resulting 
economic losses can cause an economic stagnation. Adio (2001) points out that 
environmental insecurity is not limited to developing countries but also in North 
America, Europe and Japan (Fakayode,Babatunde and Rasheed, 2008). The 
frequency and severity of natural disaster is growing and hitting developing countries 
hardest.  

 It was observed in the results that lack of market is not accepted as an 
economic factor for insecurity. This implies that there would be adequate market to 
boost economic status of the schools if other insecurity issues are eliminated.  
Production principles and provision of adequate labor are serious needs to boost 
practical learning and school farm production. It is also seen from the results that lack 
of storage facility does not appear to be a problem of farm insecurity. Again this still 
shows that enough is not produced for market and thus the need for storage of Farm 
produce is not pronounced in most schools. 

 Most of the social insecurity issues bother around students and staff interest 
and motivation. Where physical factor such as the environment hazards, theft, trespass 
lead to the destruction of crops. There is the tendency for students to lose interest in 
such farms. The agriculture teachers and other staff would not be adequately motivated 
to undertake efficient and effective farming activities in the school.  

Students are used as source of farm labour for school farm production. This 
also kills interest in the subject and should not be the case. The school should provide 
labour in school farms where production levels are higher than the need for practical 
demonstration of farming principles.  The students at most times feel cheated and tired 
and in some cases withdraw from the subject. Some schools do not usually consider the 
students during sales and sharing of proceeds of the farm they laboured. The parents 
frown at this situation and discourage their wards from offering agriculture. 
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Again, lack of or inaccessibility to adequate funds for investment in the farm 
induces discouragement and nonchalant attitude towards farming activities. It also 
enhances environmental insecurity. Schools where fences are not built round provides 
opportunity for and farm destruction by rodents other members of the society.  Funds 
are need to arrest outbreak of disease and pest control as well as erosion control. The 
fertility of the farm would be enhanced by purchase and application of organic manure 
to reduce the use of inorganic fertilizers which tend to destroy the soil by increasing 
soil acidity.  

The issue of bush burning need to be addressed and discouraged. This practice 
has been condemned based on research findings on the ills it does to the soil 
(Fakayode, Babatunde, and Rasheed, 2008). Bush burning should not be a 
necessary farm practice because it enhances leaching of crop nutrients and destroys soil 
beneficial organisms. The school needs adequate farm tools and the labour to prepare 
the soil and seed bed for proper planting operation. Where the school farms are large 
enough there may be need for mechanization to avoid the ease and the danger of bush 
burning 
 
Conclusion. 
 Agriculture is largely carried out under increasing pressure of scarce land 
resources, managed under insecure communal and customary land ownership. These 
insecure system constrain the school from effective utilization of land for learning 
purposes. If school land is secure, there will be investment to improve productivity and 
profitable learning experiences. The findings of this study provides the evidence that 
environmental, social and economic insecurity issues abound on school farms which 
affect the teaching of agricultural subjects in public secondary schools in Akwa Ibom 
State. Such insecurity situations hinders farming skills acquisition paving way to 
idleness of school leavers. 
 
Recommendations 
Based on the study, the following recommendations were made   

• Students should not be used as farm labour to stimulate their interest in the 
subject, but  for demonstration of practical learning experiences in agriculture 

• The school principal should prompt other members of staff to assist the 
agricultural teachers in student farm supervision when necessary. 

• Government should aid the schools in employing farm guards for the schools. 
• Seminars should be conducted to discourage burning of school farm should be 

and application of inorganic fertilizers as these destroy beneficial soil 
organisms and causes soil acidity and nutrient unavailability.  

• Government should provide adequate funds for provision of school farms 
equipment and management. 
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• There should be refresher trainings for Agriculture teachers on environmental 
management of school farms  
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